
what items go 
where at

school?
GRADES

6-8

Chips

Spot the differences

www.dakotacounty.us, search school recycling.

MAKE THE 
RIGHT 

CHOICE AT 
THE BINS.

CHOOSING 
THE CORRECT BIN 

SO THE RIGHT ITEMS GET 
RECYCLED MATTERS MORE 

THAN YOU THINK. 

Teacher



Don’t blank out

Search and sort

Play these fun games to 

learn what goes where. 

if you ever forget what bin 

to put things in, just look 

at the pictures on the bins 

or ask for help.

Search for the names of common 
items you find around school. 
lOOK AT THEIR COLORS TO SEE 

WHICH go in the recycling, 
organics or trash bin.

Get rid of it 
the right way
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artwork
cardboard
wrappers

mail

banana
magazines

hamburger
bottles

cans
bread

diapers
straws

styrofoam
fries

carrots
pizza

liquids
recycling 
emptied
straws

organics
trash
Sandwich Bags
caps

Solve these 
incomplete sentences 

by selecting the 
right words from the 

word bank.

1.	 Milk cartons must be ____________ before they’re recycled.

2.	 Put plastic _______ on empty plastic bottles before recycling them.

3.	 Remove ___________ from juice boxes before recycling them.

4.	 Pour leftover milk, soup and water into the ___________ container  
in the cafeteria.

5.	 Paper and magazines go in the ____________ bin.

6.	 Leftover food goes in the ______________ bin.

7.	 The ________ bin is used for items like chip bags and candy wrappers.

8.	 Plastic bottles can be recycled, but plastic _________________
belong in the trash.

environment
recycled

can
organics

trees

conserve
glass

Newspapers 

gray
scraps

Across
3. �By sorting out recycling and compost from trash, you’re creating  

a healthy ______________.

5. �Banana peels belong in the bin with the green label that says 
___________.

6. When you recycle paper, you save ________.

8. �Aluminum and _________ never wear out— they can be recycled forever.

9. Recycling helps to _____________ natural resources.

10. �Candy wrappers are trash, so they go in the bin with the _____ label.

Down
1. �Recycling one aluminum ______ saves enough energy to power  

a TV for three hours.

2. �Recyclable paper items include mail, cardboard boxes and 
_______________.

4. �Empty milk cartons and juice boxes should be ____________.

7. �Compost is created from things like food ___________ and  
yard trimmings. 

Solve  
this crossword 

puzzle by selecting 
the right word from 

the word bank.
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don’t be puzzled
Answers: 1. Can  2. newspapers  3. environment  4. recycled  5. organics  6. trees  7. 
scraps  8. glass  9. conserve  10. gray

Answers: 1. Emptied  2. Caps  3.straws 4.  liquids  5. recycling  6. organics  7. trash  8. sandwich bags

CAN

ENVIRONMENT

SCRAPS

CONSERVE

ORGANICS

newspapers
RECYCLED

gray

TREES
GLASS
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emptied
caps

straws
liquids

recycling
ORGANICS 

trash
sandwich bags

artwork
cardboard
wrappers

mail

banana
magazines

hamburger
bottles

cans
bread

diapers
straws

styrofoam
fries

carrots
pizza


